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.by news received per courier, said to ho

thoughts too firmly concentrated upon other matters, to

indulge In any premature speculations upon the result of

an election ta be held in August next. To this may be

no parrallel in this State, and we question if even the
archives of Yankee journalism could produce any abuse
of the " rebela V at all comparable to it in rancour. Of
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The telegraph brings ua a considerable ' amount of

something, whether it be good of bad, reliable cr unre-

liable, our readers must decide for themselves. It ap
pears to be certain that the enemy ia about u make his

greatest effort on the Southern Peninsula of Virginia.
His forces are gathering around Hamptcn Roads in
immense numbers, and his fleets threaten Norfolk and
Yorktown, while the peninsula itself, nowhere over fif-t-ee

miles wide in its lower part, is at one point Only

seven miles wide. Washed on one side by the James
River, and on another by the York, and rounded off at
its lower extremity by fortress Monroe, which looks

into Hampton Roada on the South and West, and the
Chesapeake Bay on the North and East, the Peninsula
offers to the invaders an opportunity to avail themselves

of all their resources and advantages. Their forces no

longer swarm on the Potomac, and the Confederates
have approached Alexandria without even seeing a foe.

When the battle does come off, it will be' a fearful one,
for the siake is enormous, being nothing less than the

: - were. . . o..,
fmm t.hft hattlP errnnnrl .f lvn , UUpm

indifferently so called, of a brilliant victory e 1
the Federals under Nelson over Marshall We

b7

learn no particulars, but in due course we were
could

a Cincinnati Darjer. where, ahnvp VoW.. s Bio
appeared the startling announcement, that hfought, and, after a desperate Pnt;.i hi
ed Marshall's rebel arm v. killing finn ni !. "!it.

mj rj ww hu4 IttK nn
prisoners, at h cust vi ou muea ana wounded nn.
force I , The dispatch further stated that he had i

so many prisoners that he did not know what to do
them 1 reminding ns forcibly of our infantile U1

with that little old woman who had so many S?
she did not know what to do ; and, like the nursrr v0
roine, he might have put all the prisoners he took ?

i
same pedal Conservatory. Poor Bally Nekon
felt for his perplexity, more especially after heir,' "

formed by the men who fought in this battle, thel S

ere as well as the led, that the entire Southern' fore
gaged did not exceed 250 men, (we believe the

6 eD"

figures were 231.) Bully Nelson and bully fa?1
quantum mutatus abillo Hectore ! We got, catch'"1'
the contagion for the indiscriminate use of names hour guards, the affairs of Ivy and Piketon Bomeh
jumbled, so that even now we cannot rid them un
as to a!lot to each its proper mede ; however, it is

50

so important as if we were writing a histoiy of thew
We labor nnder difficulties, having to recount all i

ar'

memory, having --had to destroy or abandon cur
made at or as near as possible to the date of occure
At one or other the gallant Capt. Rust, a rfluee f'Catletsburg, left alone on the field and covered
wound8, refusing to surrender was shot and bavone 'V
From the same battle, a citizen of this town brought
the gory head of a former friend,- - whom he had Ion
wounded, and, demanding a surrender, was answered b
a pistol shot from the hand of the dying man, which
enraged this fisnd, that, after killing him, he cut oil
head and brought it into Catletsburg for exhibit'on'8-an-

when it became offensive, he boiled off the flesh
preserved the skull! We were playing possum, and
overheard our guards telling the story, for they' were
anxious to conceal it from us, and no wonder ; howevtr
when we afterwards spoke of it, they deuied at first'
but then acknowledged it was so. We were told the
man's name, but forget it. He was a RtnroU.-.o,- :'

the town. 1 'U

D.

We regret to learn that on Friday or Saturday last
the Yankees succeeded in capturing Mr. Drew, a mem.
bar of Captain Hill's Company of Scotland Xeck
Mounted Riflemen. The Yankee scouts have been
seen in Onslow County, but how far over the line we

have not heard.

The I ikcoln forces have left Jacksonville, Florida. Thy
said they were gcing to participate in the operations against
Savannah, upon which a movement will probably be made
in a few days.

Joseph E. Bunting, Esq., of this county, writes,
us that he has a copper kettle some two fret

high, two feet across, and about half an inch thick,
which he is wi ling to give to help to build an iron clad

steamer, or any other work that it m'ght be doemej

right to build for the defence of Wilmington.

A friend in Duplin county sends us the following
Mcrpht's Cr?ek. April Hth, 1SG2.

Messrs. Fulton A PRrnis : Please inform the proper per-
son or persona that I will give fifty do lars towards that
i. on clad stesmsr, and will send you or then a check for
the amount when called for. I have a small sum in hank
not yet checked for. You can also mention that I have
some very good white oak timber on my ground, which I
will give, without charge, if it will aDswer any purpose

building her. I live six mi'ea from the Railroad. --
Perhaps I nuiht to mention that there is a steam saw mill
abont half way between me and the Railroad ; also, oce
that goes by water, very near me.

Please inform Mr. Ashe that I have about 100 lbs. of old
castings, which I would like very much to have returned to
the Yankees, in the shape of something different from thur
form at present. I will deliver it at Magnolia, when I fbish
planting my small crop.

Respectfully, your ob't serv't,
MURPHEY'fl CEEEa.

An army correspondent of the Savannah Republican,
gives the folio ving conversation as having taken place

between General Beauregard and General Prentiss, a

Federal General captured at the battle of Shilobon last

Sunday week. The correspondent writes from the

' Battle-Fiel- d ofShiloh (seventeen miles East of Co-

rinth,) Sunday night, April 6th, 18G2," and among other

thing3 say3 :

I witnessed the arrival and presentation of Ocneral
Prentiss, who was taken by a staff officer or officers of
Gen. Polk, and conducted to the latter, who sent him,
with his compliments, immediately to Gen. Beauregard.
The following is the substance of the conversation that
ensued after they had shaken hands :

Prentiss. Well, sir, we have felt your power to Jay,
and have had to yield.

Beauregard. That is natural, sir. You could not
expect it to be otherwise. We are fighting for our
homes, for our wives and children, for generations to
come after us, and for liberty itself. Why dyes your
government thus war upon U3, and seek us upon cur
own soil ?

Preutis3. Our people have never yet been able to
bring themselves to consent to see the Union broken up.
Such a thing has not entered into our calculations, anJ
cannot.

Beauregard. The Union is already broken, and the
last man, woman and child in the .South will willingly
perish before it shall be restore!. What force have you
had engaged to-da- y ?

Prentiss. Six divisions, numbering a little over 7,--

000 each the whole not amounticg to more than 40,-00-

Gen. Grant commands, assisted by Gens. Sher-
man, McClernan, Hurlburt, Wallace, and myself.
Gen. Smith is sick, and has not been upon the field.
My division was the first to receive your attack, and we
were not properly supported ; if we had been, the diy
might have gone otherwise. There has beer, mismanage-
ment somewhere. Had I been supported m time, we
should have broken your centre at the tima we stopped
your advance.

Beauregard. You are mistaken, General. My order
of battle was such, that if you had ev?n penetrated the
centre of our front Hue, it would only have been to en-

counter certain destruction : we would have cut you to
pieces. Has Gen. Buell arrived, and what are hh
forces ?

Prentiss, (hesitating ) I do not know where Gen.
Buell is,-- or the num :er of his forces. I have heard he
was at Nashville, and then at Columbia, and also tbat
he was on the road. We do not look for bim undur
forty-eig- ht hours. I fear you will capture the greater
part of our army on th'13 side 5f tha river. You have
met and overcoma to-da- y the best troops we have.

Beauregard. I am glad to" hear it, and trust that
the result of this day's work may bring your govern-
ment to a frame of mind more faverable to peace.

Prentiss. That can hardly be, sir. If your army
had pushed on after the ,battle of Manassas, it might
have taken Washington, and over-ru- n tbe North, and
brought U3 to peace. We had an insufficient fcupply of
arms then, and were not prepared. Ths muskets par-chase- d

in Belgium by Fremont were of but little ac-

count ; you could turn your thumb in the muzzle, the
bore was so large. We also procured from England the
old arms that have feen stored away as useless in Lon-
don Tower ever sincj the war with Napo!e3n in 1815.
They are of no value whatever. It is only within the
last sixty days that we have become thoroughly and
efficiently armed. Cur supply is now ample,
and we cannot be overcome. Your govern-
ment has made two mistakes first, in not availing tt

of the fruits of the battle of Manassas ; and second-
ly, in waiting until we had become well armed an! or-

ganized. We have now 250,000 men in camps ot in-

struction, who will be brought upon the field a3 they
may be needed. We do not doubt the final result.

Beauregard. Nor do we. Our cause is ju3t, and
God will yet give us the victory.

Prentis3. We know you have able officers and a
spirited army to back them, but bur confidence i3 firm-An- d

permit me to add, General, that among all the
Confederate officers, no one is so great a favorite with
us as yourself. Such is my own . feeling, and that ol

our army and people.
Beauregand. You are very kind, hit ; but we have

much better officers than I am. Gen. Sidney Johnston
and Gen. Joseph Johnston are both my superiors in
ability as well as in ranks. I have served under both of

them most cheerfully, and know them well. I care
nothing for rank; the good of my country Is what I look
to.

Other observations were made, but the foregoing
embraces the chief points of the interview. Gen. Pren-
tiss was easy and pleasant, and not at all deppressed.
Apparently, too, he was quite candid; and yet I thought
1 detected a disposition to evade, if not to deceive, in

his reply as to the whereabouts and forces of Buell. I
believe tbat Buell is near at hand. It is to be hoped I
am mistaken, and that our men, who have already

fought twelve long hours, may not have to encounter a

fresh force w.

Personal experiences In Uncolndom. 'N 12.

We determined at any sacrifice of feeling not' to ap
pear dejected, and for every jeer and jest at our expense,
we returned it double told, ab mey were aetermmea
to make us out not only a secesh, but a btg one, we told
them we were either Jeff. Davis, Floyd, or Jenkins, we
did not know exactly which, but like the showman with
the lion end the dog, they might take their choice.
Wearied out at last, we fell asleep.

You have doubtlefs realized the confusion of ideas
incident to awaking for the first time after aoy great
change in your circumstances. It was so with us. We
had been dreaming pleasantly of " home, sweet home,"
and the first objects our waking eyes beheld were a group
of f leepy men, trying to keep awake, and a pile of stack-
ed muskets. It was some seconds before we could take
it all in, the stern reality, however, forced itself upon
us. We were visited by our friendfy captain, who re-

moved us to another tavern, and gave us temporary use
of his room ; by and by we were visited by a sort of
extemporary aud ed committee of safety.
Owing to the prevalence of secession doctrines among
the well-to-d- o and more respectible members cf the com
munity, the direction of affairs was under the control of
some very questionable parties, assisted by the military
There was neither town nor county officers, and, con-

sequently, no jurisdiction. The Judge (Mr. Rice,)
Sheriff, and every officer downwards, had been declared
incompetent by Lincoln, and it was doubtless feared
that an election then would result in simply a
change of men, not principles. The commissoners even
had fallen under the ban. We claimed the benefit of the
existing state of anarchy, to be either acquitted or re-

moved to some competent jurisdiction. We were de-

nied this, and, consequently, refused answering the in-

numerable questions put to us asserting our innocence
of any crime against any law -- (for we could not find
out what we were accused of, nor could any one present
bring any known charge against us) that we were a
British subject, lately from New "i ork, and were on a
coal investigating trip up the Sandy. We stuck well
to the coals, until they burnt our fingers. We gave
references to several Consuls, to Washington, and to
Cincinnati, but these fellows having the responsibility
of the entire country weighing upon their shoulders, un-

used to the official yoke, were not going to be hood-
winked 1 So we were adjudged guilty of suspicion, and
returned to cur captivity in a room specially set apart,
and with which we had ample leisure to become ac-

quainted, for, deppite every protest, we were detained a
closely guarded prisoner for nearly three weeks. The
guard varied from three to seven men, night and day.
For about the first week we were the guest cf the 14th
Kentucky Regiment, not then fully organized, and
the special charge of our friend, the Captain, and
after, their removal to Louisa, 26 miles up the Sandy,
to be sworn in and incorporated with Nelson's Brigade,
we were turned, over to the keeping of the L'ncoln
Home Guard, as motley a set Of fellows as you might
convenieutly meet in a long day's ride.' A part of
the 14th Regiment, 3 to 400 strong, under the leader-
ship of a soi-disa- Colonel Vincent, had had the honor
of being well chastised by the rebels at Piketon, and now
there was a sharp contest for the Colonelcy of the regi-
ment b twe?n this Vincent and a fat, self-importa-

nt

Louisa lawyer, called Loeb More. The former was
an acknowledged brave man, but, unfortunately, an at-de- nt

devotee of "John Barley Corn," and was so drunk
at the.late engagement that he could not be " brought
up to time," whereas our man of law and fair propor-
tions was accounted a 4 very clever fellow," and, of
course, he was elected. How well he justified the intel-
ligent choice ol these Lincoln freemen,rnij be ascertain-
ed at the same time that Col. More explains his stam-
pede from Louisa to Catletsburg, scared out of his wits
by Marshall and Floyd phantoms, for neither of them were
within thirty miles of our hero, and his subsequent and
sudden retirement into the bosom of his family and the
peaceful seclusion of his gra'eful village. His friends
averred that his business required his attention. It
must have been an immensely cnerou3 one in that higldy
populous and jertile region of rocks, rivers and moun-
tains ; however, let that be as it may, when the choice
is between patriotism and pocket, the true Yankee can
have but one course left him. We, however, have the
best reason for believing that the Colonel was dismissed,
and a government appointee from Lexington put in his
place. We were best treated when under the charge of
the " Home Guard," for two reasons ; first, they all
agreed that it was a shame for us to be detained a pris-
oner, if we were not guilty ; and second, the town being
drained of soldiers, and " the guard " but very limit-
ed body in numbers, their reliefs were few and far be-

tween a watch sometimes extending over twelve
hours whereas the military served but two to four.

These Home Guard gentry, however, did not work" all
for love ;" they, taking counsel with ns, charged the
paternal government two dollars per diem and three
dollars per noctem, beside3 eating at the same magnani-
mous party's expense. Some of them formed quite an
attachment to us, for we played euchre with them, and
treated them to the best the country afforded, to wit,
the genuine juice of that valuable cereal, Indian Corn,
at fifteen cents per gallon, and the very best Kentucky
nines, none of y;ur imported Havana truck, but home
manufactured weeds, at fifty cents per hundred 1 No
wonder, and little thanks to them, that, after such pro-
digal liberality, we were a favorite 1 When with the
14th Kentucky we were treated very badly ; with one
or two notable exceptions, Sergeant H and an-
other man. They were the coarsest, most obscene,
blasphemous, filthy and drunken crew.it was our calam-
ity ever to be thrown in contact with ; a set of desper-
adoes, the scum of Tug Fork and that neighborhood.

It is a most notorious fact to every one acquainted
with the disputed States and more especially the rural
districts of Kentucky, and by this we include all out-
side the large cities whose population is largely com-
posed of other than Southern born mn, tbat all the best
men, with few exceptions, are found in opposition to
Lincoln,- - ei.her actively in the field or passively suffer-
ing at home or in exile. All the worst men, including
many hardened criminals, are found blatant Union
savers and flag worshipers ; --and many of them for no
other reason than to avenge private quarrels, and to
cloak murder and robbery ucdir semblance of patriot-
ism. Ask any of our soldiers, exiles or refugees from
Kentucky and Westeqa Virginia, if we belie these re-rio- ns

? We know what wa aver, and can vouch their
answer will confirm the conclusion we have arrived at.

There have been more wanton outrages and coward-
ly murders among the mountains ot these two States,
perpetrated under cover ot law, than ouht to suffice
to damn a whole nation countenancing such atrocities.
We saw but little compared to what some have, and
yet our further progress will fully sanction the verdict
we have given. But of this let your readers be the
judges; we have na desire-t- forestall their sen-
tence.

We had no lack of company, for, notwithstanding
captain G 's positive orders, every new guard
brought all of his friends to see Secesh. Some were
civil, most were rude, and all were equally unwelcome.
As the tedious hours rolled slowly along, passing into
weary days, and these merging into dreary, cheerless
weeks, we had a hard struggle to maintain our resolu-
tion of not appearing downcast. Longer days we never
spent, for we were not allowed any reading matter ;
nojallowed, we say, because, although offered books,
we never got them. Some young ladie3 in the house
sent us apples, and the life of a methodist preacher, but
we plead guilty to relishing the former best ; the latter
courtesy we religiously did our best to " read, ponder,
and inwardly digest," but such mental nourishment was
neither sufficiently stimulating nor sedative in our pe-
culiar situation.

We twice got the reading of an ancient " Cincinnati
Times," a remarkably veracious sheet, from which we
learned that Charleston, S. Chadbeen captured and that
one portion of our poor " old North State," satiated with
rebellion, like an unruly child, had cried loigiveness, and
sunk sobbing into the outstretcheJ paternal arms of
Abraham ; had hugged anew the glorious emblem of
nationality, and promised to be good while the remain-
der of the State was given over to a fearful servile in-

surrection 1 Through "the long, long weary night," as
we lay awake upon our bed, (lor we neither undressed
nor could be tempted into closer contact with the sheets,)
wondering when or where this imprisonment would end,
and of all that our dear ones at home were suffering
from anxiety at our absence and silence, we used to pray
fervently that some of the frequent alarms of an attack
might turn out true ; and never captive longed for ran-
som as we for Jenkins, Floyd or Williami. Nothing
could have been easier than to have surprised and taken
this town at any time previous to the return of Nel-
son's brigade, for, although the pickets were extended
for several milep, there were scarcely any men in town ;
like a blown egg, the semblance without was good, but
there was nothing inside. It would have well, repaid a
small sacrifice, for there were immense commissariat
stores here. We presume the difficulty was the want of
means to cross the intervening waters. This was so as
far as Jenkins' and Floyd's cavalry were concerned.

We sometimes played possum, and heard our guards
exchanging notes, but each relief had the same story,
and nothing could be sifted out the " coal and New
York business." Few believed it, but every trap
failed to bring ua up on the wrong Bids of

it the most awful things were said in advance, yet when

its proceedings came oat they rather surprised the swift

witnesses, who were willing to predicate all evil of them,

and that continually. We pass these things now as we

passed them then, because of the fact that their coarse

and undisguised malignity deprived them of all possible
influence, or claim to notice. We have quoted the res-

olutions of the g simply that they may give their
positive contradiction to the following from a recent is-

sue of the Rale'gh Standard :

" In March, 1861, a convention or meeting of original se-

cessionists, composed of old Whigs and old Demoerats, was
held in Goldsboro. A new party was formed, aa the pro-
ceedings show, called the Stales rights party ; and it waa
resolved by that meeting that the State should be taken cat
of the Union by a revolutionary movement, to be conaom-mp.te- d

at Charlotte on the 20th of May. But South Caro-
lina fired on Fort Fumter in April, and Mr. Lincoln then
drew the Bword on the cotton States."

There is no warrant for the assertion tbat the Golds

boro' meeting did any such thiDg as is asserted by the

Standard. It caused no such resolution. It contem

plated nothing but what waa done even sooner than
had been anticipated. By the time tbat the Char

lotte meeting could have organiz'd to take measures
for the promotion of any end the State Con-

vention, of which the Editor of the Standard
was a member, had actually accomplished that
end. The Charlotte Convention was not held, but the

State Convention was neid at itaieign, aDca n tee uoias--

boro' meeting is to be denounced on suspicion of revo-

lutionary aims, what shall be said of the State Con-

vention, which did all that the Goldsboro' or Charlotte

meetings could h.ave aimed at ? Bat now, forsooth, be-

cause Mr. Johnston of Charlotte voted for Mr. Ed-

wards of Warren to be President of the State Conven-

tion, Mr. Johnston i3 therefore to be proscribed and de-

clared unworthy of support. Mr. Edwards, of Warren,
took part in the mcetirg at Goldsboro'; that was the

extent of his offending, bat so heinous indeed does it
still seem in the eyes cf the Raleigh Standard, that it
not only attaches the brand cf ineligibility to Mr. Ed
ward3 himself, but communicates it to all who venture

to exercise their own judgment, and by voting for Air.

Edwards set the dictum of the Standard at defiance.

And this from a paper that assumes to speak against
partyism !

We allude to thes3 matters as essential to the truth
of history, not as wishing to revive any disputes con

nected with the past. The revival is not ouis. It has

been brought up within a week by the Raleigh Stand-

ard. For our own part we have felt that we could af-

ford to indulge in no such disputes aud have ignored

them, although we are free to say that while willing to

do so, we were certainly unwilling to submit to the dic-

tation of those who bad so unqualifiedly abused all

those whose fault it was that they saw sooner than some

others wtat was coming. We supported for the Sena-torshi- p

Mr. Davis who Wi'S not an original secessionist;

we ed in the Goldsboro' meeting with gentle-

men from this town who had been strong Bell men in

the election of 18C0, and who were warm union men
even after, and a good while after Mr. Lincoln's elec-

tion ; we have never taken any ground of opposition to
any man merely because his judgment did not arrive at
the same conclusion as ours at the same time that ours
did, for that all did eventually, we must take for grant-

ed, unless we call in question the sincerity of the mem-

bers of the State Convention who, without exception,

signed the ordinance of .secession. But on the other
hand, while acknowledging the right, the propriety, the
duty, the policy, the necessity of burying all past ani-

mosities, ignoring all past difbrences so far as all others
are concerned, it surely cannot be expected that we
should consent that these animosities and differences

should remain ia full force and effect as against our-

selves and those with whom we acted. That indeed
would be reciprocity with a vengeance. And yet the
opposition to Mr. Johnston assumes to be based in part,
not that he him32lf took part in the Goldsboro' meet-

ing but that he did not go to the extent of proscribing
those who did !

We have perhaps devoted too much time and space
to this matter, but as we seldom offend in that way, and
may not dD so again for a good while, we trust to be
forgiven. That we have displayed no mere partizin
spirit, we think we may appeal to our past course to
prove that we intend to pursue none our future course
will show. We proscribe none we never were what
were called secessionists per se. We trust that the only
difference between ourselve3 and others of our fellow

citizens, waa that we arrived sooner than they at the
conclusion of the existence of a necessity to which all
eventually came. It was a difference in our relative
apprehension of the state of facts, no radical divergence
of opinion, as was shown by the unanimity exhibited
when the facts became fully developed. We have
not been backward to denounce what we thought
wrong or impolitic, simply because it might be
done 'by those in authority with whom we have had
political associations, neither have we joined in any un- -

discriminating or factious oppositioa to the acts or
measures of those in authority, for of the two faults we
think the last the most inexcusable at a time the diffi-

culties of the country require that there should be ac-

corded to the Government, State and Confederate all
the moral strength and support thaf can hone3tly be
given.

We want for Governor a good, strong-minde- d, honest,
earnest man, whose hsart is in the work, whose whole
soul i3 devoted to the cause, who can inspire others with
his own zeal, who will not only work himself, but be
the cause of work in others. We care not from what
former wing he comes, so he possesses these qualifica-
tions, neither do we care whether he comes from the
East or from the West. The man for the times is the
desideratum, not political triumph or personal advance-
ment, or a party canvass or anything that might pro-
duce even the slightest risk of division among our peo-
ple.

It is easy enough, we think, to define pretty satisfac-
torily what the man to be elected to fill the gubernato-
rial chair of North Carolina ought to be, but when we
approach the question of who that man is to be, we be-

come deeply conscious of the delicacy of the discussion.
It is evident, however, that that question also must be
decided. AH that are named cannot be elected. Many
may be nominated but only one chosen. To avoid divis-
ions of any kind, it is desirable that opinion should be
quietly concentrated in some way, and that the people
generally should agree upon the man whom they will
call to the highly honorable but still more highly respon-
sible position of Chief Executive officer of the State.
We put out of ths calculation altogether, the duty of
abjudicating upon the claim3 of rival aspirants. These
things ought to have no place in the present picture.
The country alone ha3 claims. Aspirants for individual
promotion ought to s'and aside, or merge their personal
ambitions in self-sacrifici- efforts for the common good.
But while this is so, it is not to be forgotten that the
friends of prominent citizens may insist upon the fitness
and capability of their respective favorites, us affording
reasons why they should be chosen, eveo if they do not
constitute claims to be nrged in their, behalf, and this
outside partizanship may not be at all chargeable to any
individual efforts or manoeuvres of the gentlemen whose
names are or may hereafter be used.

Much the greater portion of the names brought for-

ward in this connection, are those of gentlemen residing
West of Raleigh, and it may be said that the papers
at and West of Raleigh, have had the discussion of this
matter pretty much in their own hands, the fact being
that the people and the papers of the East have had
their eyes too earnestly fixed upon other points, their

added the fact, that the papers cthe East are cow few

and far between. Their number hes grown small by

degrees, and beautifully less. - Perhap3, also, the idea

has gained strength, that inasmuch as the two Ccnlede-ra'- e

Senators were chosen from, though not by the East,
to the West should be conceded the selection of the next
Governor, even althongh th last regularly elected Gov-

ernor was from the West. There may be some force in

this, though less, we think, than appears to be attached
to it in some quarters. We mention this, however, sim

ply as a fact, without proposing to discuss it at the pres

ent time.

Some time since we respectfully solicited a suspension

of all the irritating discussions which seemed likely to

arise upon, this and upon otbfr subjects We lenew

tbat n quest. There is no need for haste. We have

nearly four months before us. W.3 have half of April,

and all of May, June aud July between us and the State

elections. Three months and a half in such times as

these, is equal to age3 at other times. We know not

what a day or an hour may bring forth ; what nicely

laid plans may be disconcerted ; what opinions may be

changed ; what unforeseen action may be callei for.

The State Convention will reassemble on Monday

next, the 21st, and even in that body, although authori-

tative, ard although its members are paid for their at-

tendance, it is much to be doubttd whether the Eastern

portion of the State will be fully represented How

much less then the chance of any adequate representa-

tion being present at a mere voluntary Convention,

without power, without pary stimulus, and generally

without personal motive. If party stimulus is expected

to be given to any voluntary State Convention, such

body bad better not meet at all, under the present state
of things. If personal motive the desire for individual

promotion, is to draw particular parties together, we

have ijO ambition to bear a hand at turniug the grind-s'ot- e

upon which they may seek to sharpen their private
axes. 'We aie foic d, with all due to de'eience to very

many of our most respcted cotemporaries, to dissent

from the proposition to hold a CoLVtntion. The dislo-

cation ol party organizations h3S left available no ma-

chinery adequate to bringing out a full or fair represen-

tation, evtn if the state of the times was favourable,

which it is not
May we be permitted to make a suggestion, aod we

do it with all resp ct to the views of others. First, per-

mit us to assume that s'ump canvass would look

strangely indecorous wli'es-- many of our citizens are

absent in the field : Second, that a heated canvass

through the papers would be only less so : Third that
all agree in applying the language of Patrick ETenry

in the first Revolution to our present position in this,

that " it is now too 1.'- - to retire from the contest. There

is to retreat but m chains and slavery," and that to
avoid this it is the duty of all to forget self to ignore

former disputes and heart-burning- s, and act with that
unity and harmony so essential to success. Tbat in this
feeling the conductors of the several papers throughout
the State meet at Raleigh on the 20th day of next
month, to consult together in a spirit of patriotism in

reference to the course to be pursued by the press of the

State, so that it at least may exert a haimonizing and

conservative influence, and not be responsible for any
divisions or OLnecessary excitements. Between now and

the 20th ol May many things which are now dark will

be made clear, many important movements, now im-

pending, will have taken place ; public opinion will

by that time, perhaps, have assumed a more tangible
form, while the presence of the Convention, with
the numbers drawn together by its sessions, will
give to the representatives of the press opportunities
for adding to the knowledge of the wishes of the people
in the different sections which they may have already

acquired, and of enabling tbm to agree upon an intelli-

gent and haimonicus course of action. If they can
agree upon supporting one man, so much the better. If
they can not, they can at least agree not to engage in

criminative or recriminative discussions them elver, nor

allow their columns to be used for this purpose by others,
nor sanction merely personal asp'rations or demagogui-ca- l

appeals or stump oratiaas.
We have assumed that the State Convention will re-

main in session for at least a month. Jadgingrom the

past history of that body, we may fairly assume that it
will remain much longer. There are several things that
it seems that it ought to, and indeed ought to have done

long since. There are other things that it seem3 it had

better let alone, but which it will be certain to take up.

A consideration of these matters is not necessary to the

subject we have been discussing, and will come more ap-

propriately in a different connection.
May we not ask of cur State cotemporaries to con-

sider our suggestion and make some response. We
speak in all sincerity, and not without reflection.

From Florida.
We have a letter from a friend in Florida dated about

a week since, which gives us some items of information
about things in tbat State, the most important of
which are as follows :

" I am happy to inform you of the entire safety of the
rifles and munitions recently brought into Smyrna by
the Carolina.' Fifty waggon loads have already
passed through this place, and, within the next week,
the balance will be several hundred miles out of the
enemy's reach. While occupying both Fer- -

nandina and Jacksonville, in force, the Yankees have
not yet ventured Into the interior, although they
threaten, I understand, to march through the State from

East to West and conquer U3 within sixty days.

" Oar forces (Confederate and State) are now within
three miles of Jacksonville, endeavouring to draw the
enemy out from his gunboats, but have thus far effected

little more than capturing all the enemy's pickets. who'
venture outside the limits of the town.

" Our guerrilla parties occupy nearly every hammock
and cross-roa- d in the East, and have already struck
terror to the enemy by their bold attacks upon their
pickets. Florida, I think, will be able to take care of
herself."

The Gunboat Fund.
We acknowledge the receipt of a check for Fifty Dol-

lars from James Dawson, Esq., for the Gunboat Fund,
and also of Twenty Dollars for the same Fund from
Sergeant Thomas E. Lawrence of Howard's Cavalry,
which will be turned over to the proper Committee.

We would remark that Wm. A. Wright, Esq., is
Chairman and acting Treasurer of the Gun Boat Com-

mittee.
In this connection, we would state that we received

yesterday the following letter. As it expresses its ob
ject plainly we can most satisfactorily comply with its
request by copying it in full :

Lcmbketon, N. C, April Hth, 1862.
Messes. Editors : Please announce in your paper that

Mrs. Daniel French and Mrs. Capt. Godwin have opened
subscriptions in Lumberton, Robeson county, to aid in
building an iron-cla- d Gunboat for the defence of Wilming-
ton, and they will gladly receive any contributions, no mat-
ter how small. No donbt there are many who will say I
would gladly contribute, but have no money. To remedy
this excuse, please state that they will gladly receive pro-
duce of any kind, which can be left either at Mr. D. French's
or J. C. McQueen's store, where it will be sold and the
money appropriated to the building of the Gunboat.

Very respectfully, -

i GODWIN.

JKir-Th- e. capture of Island Number Ten is asserted
by a special telegraphic correspondent from Memphis,
to the Atlanta Confederacy. The dispatch is dated at
Memphis on the 9th. It may be so, but we think it
more than doubtful. The telegraph will soon pat the
matter to rest one way or the other.

JState Slattern The Governorship.

There are two things evident in connection with State

matters dariDg'tbe present year. Either the people of

North Carolina are to choose a Governor for themselves

or they are to have one put over them by Abraham Lin

coin. Few, would that we could eay none, bait few cer

tainly desire to see such a degradation, such a ruinous

consummation as the very possibility of the latter oc

currenca presenta to the view of every honorable and

true man in the State.

If each a catastrophe is to be averted, does it not ap-Be-

evident to even the meanest comprehension, that

the people of the State, equally with the people of the

whole Confederacy should be a unit, and mat an causes 01

division, or risk of division, of the drawing of party

linpq fir ihp stirring ud of local or sectional jealousies,

or the revival of old animosities, should be removed, or

at least avoided 1

If this be so, and we think it will hardly be disputed

it would seem that the stamping of the State, the can

vas3 by rival aspirants, the bitterness of politicians

ou"ht cf all things to be avoided, and if there be indi

viduals who will not avoid it, then the remedy remains

with the people. Let them say they do not want it

and will not have it, and will not vote for any man who

will insist upon it, and the thing is at an end. Let it

be understood that the man who 13 first m pushing lor a

canvass, will be last when the votes are counted out, and

there will be less desire to rally parties for self-elevatic-n.

Possibly we may not quite understand the position of
Vwit. 1 1

what Pecm to be parties in tbia btate. w e had tnougnt

that, for the present at least, and for the purposes of

achieving independence, there was but one party ; we

we think so still. If there be any number of persons

who desire to organize or keep alive party party feeling

for other oVjects, no matter how disguised, we can hardly

accord to them the name of parties, for no matter how

numerous they may be, their aims are certainly factious,

and cannot be patriotic.

With others, we thought, alter the lormation of the

Southern Confederacy, that the place of North Caro.

Una was beside her Southern sisters, and not with the

Northern States, that had chosen Lincoln on a basis ol

avowed anti-Southe- rn sectionalism. At any rate, it

appeared tou3 that whatever our private opinions might

be, the logic cf events would work out that conclusion'

as it did. Other3 again did not agree with us in re-

garding the issue aa inevitable, and at the election held

in the spring of last year, the question of calling a con-

vention wa3 decided in the negative, and, although on

this account, the members chosen did not meet, we think

it more than probable that had they met, there would

have been a majority against any action at that time.

To this decision, td verse to our views, we submitted

like good citizen. The " we " in this case is not used

in the editorial sense, but indicates those with whom we

coinciJed in opinion.

Events, however, progressed rapidly. Every hope of

compromise or reconciliation passed away. I he so.

called " Icace Congres3 " could effect nothing, because

the Northern delegates would yield nothing. All
the efforts of John J. Crittenden and other-compromise-

failed. The hearts of the Northern Pharoahs
were hardened. The people of the border, or semi-bord- er

States, who had sent delegates" to the peace Con-

gress, or who had math other efforts at compromise, saw
themselves, pressed to the wall. They saw that it they
remained, they would be wholly powerless for their own

protection in the Union, deprived, a3 they would be, o

the of the seven States already seceded,

and thus powerless, they would be not only weak, but
contemptible. Of the results of this attempt at com-

promise, carried to a criminal extent, we may point to

prostrate Marylaud, betrayed by her false-heart- ed Gov-

ernor, and bound hand and foot to be crushed and tram-

pled beneath the iron heel of a contemptible despotism ;

to Missouri, with her best and bravest tracked by for-

eign mercenaries ; to Kentucky, divided against herself.

If we would realize what our position might have
been had we remained united with the Lincoln govern-

ment, it is only necessary for us to point to the humili-tion- s

to which old Mr. Crittenden and others represent-

ing or assuming to represent slave States at Washing-
ton, are subjected ; we need only turn to the debates in

the Lincoln Congress, to the ab&lition measures passed
in contempt of their begging appeals. Let us listen to

the bullying speeches of such men as Hickman, Lovejoy
and others. Surely there is enough in the extracts from

the debate in the Federal IIouse of .Representatives,
given in to day's paper, to prove that a seat in that
body could be no place for a representative from North
Carolina.

As the Northern programme more fully revealed it-

self, we felt that we were Indeed drifting rapidly to-wai- ds

the rocfc3 upon which we would split, and in this
critical emergency it was not the time lor any one to
cry " Watch and Wait !" It wa3 the time to arouse
the people to a sense of the impending danger. Acting
upon this belief, a meeting of citizens representing a
number of counties was held at Goldsboro', on the 22nd
aud 23d days of March, 1SC1, which passed the follow-

ing preamble and resolutions, and adjourned to meet
again in Charlotte on the 20th ol May, following :

Whereas, The general Assembly of the Btate of North
Carolina recently in session, passed by the Constitutional
majority, an act authorizing the people of the 8tate at their
discrption, to call a Convention for the consideration of the
relations of the State cf North Carolina to the Federal Gov-
ernment, or agency of the United States, and to the difier-cn- t

States composing the Union or Confederacy known as
the United Mates ; and whereas, the citizens of North Car-
olina, ardently attached a they have been, and still are to
the institutions under which they have been raised, and
which have been transmuted to them from their revolution-
ary ancestors, have, in some cases been unwilling to recog-
nise the fact that these institutions, and the true principle
upon which thej were founded have been totally subverted,
or if euch act were recognised have still hoped that some
plan of compromise or reconstruction might yet be agreed
upon ; and whereas further events have sufficiently and
lujst conclusively shown that so far, all efforts to obtain
any proper and tatislactory guarantees for the protection ol
the threatened rights of the Sjouthein States, (and North
Carolina claims to be, ia the fullest sense of the word a
Bouthern, and not merely a border State,) have failed, and
we believe will fail, be it therefore

Jiesoloed, That the interest as well aa the honor of North
Carolina natura'ly and imperatively demand that her politi-
cal connections, hereafter, should be with her sister States
of the South, and not with the States of the North, opposed
to her, as they are, in social institutions and in pecuniary
interests, and enemies, as they nave Bhown themselves to b s,
In both relations.

2J. lifsolced, That ve respectfully recommend the for-natio- n

of an organization, to be known as the Southern
Lights party of North CaroUna, whose object it shall be to
disieminate the facta and present the arguments bearing
upon this issue, to the people of every county in the State
ol North Carolina, believing that when the facts prior as
well as subst-quentn- the day of election, (28th of February.
1SC1,) are fully understood, the citizens of North Carolina
Will reconsider their action and demand from their servants,
the Governor and General Assembly, an opportunity to boexpress their wishes through the bailot-box- .

3rd.-- Jiesclved, That for the purpose of disseminating
th;se facts and presenting the arguments deduceable there- -

iron, we suggest, 1st, tbattho President of this meeting
appoint a bute Executive Committee of two from each
Congressional district whose duty it Bhill be to adopt all
honorable and proper means for carrying out the objects
and defending the principles of the Southern Rights voters
of North Carolina.

4th. liesolved, That we respectfully recommend to the
Southern Rights citizens of each county in the State, to form
at tH3 earnest practicable time, county organizations whose
proper executive office?-- Bhall be in correspondence with
ui cuutuc.u jgu dwus executive Committee.6th. hesolveu. lh&t the forta lh.V.rair;nvemmini..
on the sod of North Carolina, were intended to defend andprotect, and not to menace or subjugate her citizens, and
tbat any additional force placed in such forts, not simply
without the request, but against the wishes of the people
and of the Executive of the State, must be regarded aa a
mcuao mm aa a picmuiuary otcp 10 suDjugauon, which, as
North Carolinians, we must not only denounce, but ia the
k&m resort,, icbiav at au nazaras.

he holding of thi3 meeting at Goldsboro', elicited
an GKQuut pf scurrility and abuse to which we recollect

fate of Virginia. Having taken months to prepare,
having assembled such a force as the world has not seen

since Napoleon advanced into Russia, McClellan feels

that to him defeat would be ruin, while the Confederate
soldiers and leaders feel that not only their fate, bat the
fate of their country, is staked upon the issue, and they
cannot afford to be defeated. The contest cannot long
be deferred. The news of a terrible battle may startle
us at any moment. We trust that our people are pre-

pared, not only to call upon God to defend the right, but,
under God, to defend it themselves, with brave hearts
strong arms, and" sufficient cumbers.

Wave, Richmond ! all thy banners wave,
And charge with all thy chivalry !

For not enly the fate of the temporary seat of gov-

ernment, but of Eastern Virginia, and even more than
that, trembles in the balance. We presume tbat Presi-

dent Davis himself will be on the field as he has inti-

mated. He will share the fate of his soldiers in lifj or
in death, in victory or defeat. The New York Herald
thinks that the drama is soon to close with a bloody
tragedy of surpassing graudeur, when McClellan. is to
be rewarded by the capture of the Confederate Cabinet
and Congress. The boastful confidence of the Northern
press and authorities is something tbat affords a very
strange contrast to the dismal universal howl that arose
after the battle of Manassas last July, and the impartial
observer may well be puzzled to decide on which of the
two phases cf character is entitled to the largest measure
of contempt.

It will be seen that the Federal papers claim a great
victory at Pittsburg, a3 they call the battle-fiel- d of the
sixth and seventh instant. Ttey admit a loss of twen-

ty thousaud, and assert the Confederate loss at
thirty-fiv-e to forty thousand. That thty admit their
own loss to be larger than it is, we cannot suppose, in-

deed their claiming a victory, shows that they will lie
to make a good showing. Of Our own loss, we have no
official report, but it is not ever one sixth of the amount
stated by them. They will be certain to pour down all
their hosts to endeavour to change their defeat into final
victory. Reinforcements are pressed forward and Gen-

eral Halleck, their commander-in-chie- f west of the
mountains, has gone to the scene of action. Buel's fall
appears to be confirmed, as also the defection in a por-

tion of the Lincoln army at Nashville. Thank God,
Beauregard is not dead 1

It organized for tlie War.
We learn that on the 12th instant, the 28th Regi-

ment, N. C. T., now stationed at Kinston,
for the war by Col. Lane and Lieutenant
Col. Lowe, and electing Captain S. D. Lowe Major.

The larger portion of our twelve months regiments,
or at least the Companies composing them, have

for the war, but we think the 28th is the first to
perfect its as a regiment. It will soon
have many companions.

Caught.
A private dispatch from Atlanta, Ga., dated April

14ih, states that the train recently stolen on the At-

lanta and Western Railrcad had been caught within
eight miles of Chattanooga.

The Federals at Stevenson, Alabama, had come with-

in five miles of Bridgeport, burned one bridge and re-

turned.

Virqisia Small Notes. Small notes, commonly
called " shinplasters," are frequently sent us by mail for
subscriptions to the " Journal. The local value of these
notes we do not know, but their value is local, or at
least they will not pass here, and therefore cannot serve
our purpose ; so that of course we cannot receive them
as payment. In fact, all notes under the denomination
of five dollars, except those of the States of North and
South Carolina, may be said to be uncurrent here. We
beg subscribers to bear this in mind in sending for
papers.

We have confused rumors of a recent collision be-

tween a portion of Spruil's and a force of the enemy,
but all the accounts are so va?ue that we find it wholly
impossible to bring any order out of them. The most
current version, for which we do not vouch, is that a
portion of this regiment, under Lt. Col. Robinson, had
attacked a portion of the enemy, killing some and cap-

turing others; that subsequently, an overwhelming
force came up on the other side, and succeeded not only
in ng our prisoners, but also in capturing a num.
ber of our men. Rumor also ha3 it that Col. Robinson
was either killed, wounded or taken prisoner, neither of
which, we trust, is sO.

The only thing that seems to be nearly certain is,
that Eome collision has taken place between some of our
Cavalry and some of the enemy's, but how large the
force on either side was, where the affair took place,
under what circumstances, or with what result we can-

not say. Of course it was in some of the counties ad-

jacent to Newbern. The accounts that reach us of the
doings of the Lincoln soldiers in that section are only
less outrageous than the conduct of domestic traitors
there.

Many of our readers will recollect the name of the
lady referred to in the following paragraph, which we
find in the last Richmond Enquirer, evidently cut from
the details of foreign news received by a late arrival.
Mrs. Watson wes here last summer, at the time when a
sbip, name now forgotten, wes detained here, but finally
permitted to depart, as being Southern property. The
vessel appears to have got out of her way, and ground-
ed under the guns of Fort Caswell, at the time when
Col. Cantwell waa at that point, and Captain Jones at
Fort Johnson. 1 he vessel lay for some time at the
wharf nearly opposite Messrs. Harris & Howell's :

Death ot a Female Slive Trader. Mrs. Watson, nee
Lackey, an American woman noted for being in the slave
trade, has recently died at Cadiz, Spain. There wers three
indictment? against her in New York, fo fitting out slavers,
and the fled to Spain last summer. She fitted out slavers at
Cadiz, but the United States consul at that point being ad-
vised of her movements, withdrew the registers of the ves-
sels and they could not sail, lt is said that the female sla-
ver then resolved to drink and die. She was a native of
New York.

General Breckinridge, by his most gallant con-
duct at the battle o! Sbiloh, has given the best answer
to those in this Stale who were disposed to suspect his
patriotism and sneer at his courage. Without employ-
ing the somewhat inflated language of the telegraph,
that be has covered himEelf with glory, it is enough to
say that be was among the foremost where all pressed
forward, among the bravest where all were brave. We
sincerely trust that the report of his being dangerously,
if not mortally w ounded, may prove to be groundless or

! at least exaggerated. It is only proper to add that the
f sneers to which we have alluded, did not come from his

former open opponent!. They recognised the gallantry
vol the man even while they opposed m- -


